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Greetings Doty Families! 

 
Oh my gosh, celebrating International Sloth Day by hanging out and reading was so much 
fun!  It brought out everything good about Doty, kids were smiling, working with each other, 
we were relaxed, we were talking about books, we were learning just for the fun of it, and 
many of us were wearing our coziest clothes.  We had our big kids reading with the littles 
which is just the cutest thing to see.  We have decided that every month we are going to have 
some sort of themed, special day where we can celebrate all that makes Doty magical.  My 
commitment to all of you is that none of these are going to be things that require you all to go 
out and buy special outfits or anything like that - I certainly don’t want to make the job of par-
enting any more complicated than it already is! 

 
In academic news, we are really cooking along here.  We have shifted our schedule a bit so 
that if a student needs extra help in math, for example, for the most part, they get that help dur-
ing math time instead of being pulled out of a different class.  Covid is continuing to disrupt 
learning, particularly with the rules around attendance.  We are working to be as responsive as 
we can be and moving students in and out of various small groupings so that we can give stu-
dents the boosts they need at the time they need them.  We are also taking the time to really fo-
cus on foundational skills, especially in K-2.  Foundational skills are the “must haves” of 
learning - if you don’t have a solid base, it’s difficult to build! 

 
Looking ahead, next Friday, the 29th, is our Halloween parade.  LBJs has very thoughtfully 
gotten treats for our students so our parade will head across the field and then back.  We will 
be slightly modifying our other plan but I have already ordered 9 dozen cider donuts for the 
kids so we have to get those into their tummies at some point!  We will keep you all posted! 
 
As always, thank you for sharing your students with us! 
 
Gillian 



 

 

Friday, Oct 29 - Doty Halloween Parade! 

Wednesday, November 3 - 12:30pm, Early Dismissal 

Thursday, November 11 - Parent/Teacher Conferences, NO SCHOOL 

November 22-26 - Thanksgiving Break - NO SCHOOL 

Blue Raider Mini Metro Basketball season starting soon 
 
The 2021-22 Mini Metro basketball season will start up in the coming weeks.  The 
5/6 boys Blue Raider team consists of players who will eventually play together at U-
32.  Games happen Sundays, starting November 14 and running up to February 
break.  We hope to have practices once or twice a week starting the week of Octo-

ber 18 and ending the week of November 15, depending on gym space.  We are hoping to 
have enough players to field a 5/6 team this year and are looking for interested players (and a 
coach).  Please contact Jack Zeilenga, Blue Raider Mini Metro Administrator, 
at jack.zeilenga@vermont.gov or jzeilenga@hotmail.com if you are interested in participating 
this fall/winter or have questions.  Cost per player will be finalized once we know all the associ-
ated costs for the league, insurance, gym space, and uniforms. General information about Mini 
Metro can be found at https://www.vtcats.org/. 
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Sloth Day was a great opportunity to discuss rest and sleep! 

 
 
The Pfizer Vaccine is expected to be approved for kids ages 5-11 soon. Once we have more infor-
mation regarding this and possible upcoming school based clinics, we will let all families know. 
 
Reminders: 

 Please keep kids home when exhibiting symptoms. This includes symptoms of common colds 
and allergies. If your child has allergies, please provide documentation from the Doctor’s office 
for this. Please communicate with the school regarding need to stay home so guidance may be 
given.  

 Students should bring water bottles to school daily.  

 Pharmacies are now able to give flu shots to those 3 and older! A good option if getting to the 
doctor isn’t possible.  

 Please make sure your child’s masks fit properly and they have a back-up or two in their bag. Wash 
masks after use if made of cloth. 

 VT Return to School After Illness 
 

 District Wide Illness Policy: 
Have a backup plan for sick days.  This will be challenging for most families. I know how hard this 
is from personal experience but we have to do this to keep our schools healthy. If your student has 
fever, cough, shortness of breath, new loss of taste or smell, fatigue, sore throat, runny nose/
congestion, headache, nausea/vomiting or diarrhea please keep them home until they have been 
symptom free for greater than 24 hours. This includes students who have taken a Covid-19 
test and received a negative result. We appreciate taking that step for safety, but we are not allow-
ing any illness symptoms in school.  
 
Thank you for your help in keeping our school community safe. 
Jess 

 

https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/CYF_VTBacktoSchoolAfterIllness.pdf

